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Syrianiinister of Defence has suggested that some 


TELEGRAM FROM method of certain identification of British 

Mr. Broadmead personnel should be instituted in order to prevent 
oe Demascus the Arab mistaking British troops for Jews. 
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[This telegram is of particilar secrecy and should be 
retained by the euthorised recipient and not passed on] 
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Mr. Broadmead 
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ebruary, 1948. Re 3.15 pom, 16th February, 1948, 


Repested to Jerusalem 
B.M.E.O. Cairo 
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My telegram lio. 87. 


Syrian Minister of Defence in conversation with 
Oriental Secretary yesterday revert@d to danger of Arab 
irregulars mistaking British troops for Jews, He 
suggested that some method of certain identification of 
British personnel was urgently required and asked that a 
pass word should be chosen daily, He would then 
communicate this to the irregular leaders and the Arabs 
would not fire on any-one using the pass word, 


I do not know whether the Minister's suggestion is 
feasible but I believe it was made in a genuine endeavour 
to prevent further attacks on British military trensport by 
Arabs, f 


[Copy sent to Middle Hast Secretariat] 
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Your tel. No-95 fof February 16 : Arab 
attacks on British personnel/. 

War Office agree with Jerusalem teleyramm 
No-422 to you that proposal is impracticable. 
Adoption of it would also seein likely to 
endanger our attitude of neutrality end 
impartiality. Please inform Syrian Minister 
of Defence that we very much appreciate the 
motives which led him to make the suggestion 
and that it has been carefully considered by 
all the British authorities concerned who agree, 
however, thet practical difficulties must 


unfortunately prevent its implementation. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on). 


Cypher/UTP DEPARTORTAL 


B2210/11/65. 
Secret, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE To D 


No * 
February 25th,191.8, D. 3.45-a-m. February 26th,1948, 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
B.M.H.0, Cairo No. 173, 


TPORTANT.. 
SECRET 

ddregsed to D tele No, 111 of Fe 
25th, repea or information to Jerusalem an 


BeM,E.O, Cairo, 


Your telegram No, 95 (of February 16th: Arab 
attacks on British personnel], 


War Office agree with Jerusalem telegram No, 122 
to you that proposal is impracticable. Adoption of it 
would also seem eer to endanger our attitude of 
neutrality and impartiality, Please inform Syrian 
Minister of Defence that we very much appreciate the 
motives which led him to make the estion and that 
it has been carefully considered by the British 
authorities concerned who agree, however, that 
practical difficulties mst unfortunately prevent 
its implementation, 


[Copy sent to liiddle Kast Secretariat, ] 
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g 79.4% 
FROM PALESTINE (Gen, Sir A. Cunningham) 


D. 20th February, 194.8, 
R. 20th - 412.40 hrs. 


No. 425 
Addressed to H.M, Minister Damascus No. 


Repeated to the & of S. 
" B.M.E.O. No. 28. 


Your telegram No. 95 addressed to the 
Foreign Office, repeated to me and B.M.i.O. 


Identification of British personnel by 
Areb irregulars. 


Suggestion of the Syrian Minister of 
Befence has been examined but I regret that it is not 
considered a practicable one, 





Copies sent to :- 


Poreign Office - Mr. Beeley. 


